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North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp No. 25 - Update 2
analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6

North Korea’s Long-term
Re-education
Update 2
through Labor Camp (Kyo-hwa-so) No. 4
at Kangdong

As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
3
their operations T
and
It would
HEintentions.
COMMITTEE
FOR
be reasonable to assume that they have
HUMAN RIGHTS IN NORTH
done so here.

4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,

High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).

Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
to the southeast. It is connected to the
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
national rail network via the station at
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
houses political prisoners only, while those who
KOREA
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
committed economic crimes are not allowed
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
ีዽၨ၁원회
arrested while attempting to cross the border
into the facility. Some inmates are released
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
Location and Organization
at
the
river
in
Namyang,
Onsung
County,
North
upon completion of their term as terms are
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone withCamp No. 25 is under the control of the
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
out their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
This is a training base, and based on
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
its mission, organization, and location,
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D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
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peer
review
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this report and comments,
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available at
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Joseph S. Bermudez, Jr., Greg Scarlatoiu, Amanda Mortwedt Oh, and Rosa Park

HR
NK

org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

they can return to society once they complete
Korea’s vast system of unlawful imprisonment.
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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Update%20Good.pdf.
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Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
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Several small villages and military

national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the

3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.
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the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
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at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
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to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

43

HR
NK
Figure 1

HR
NK

C H ’ O MKYO-HWA-SO
A-BC
OA
NM
G PRAT
E
N SO
T. R2I 5
CTED AREA
KANGDONG

North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp No. 25 - Update 2

analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

A view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 from August 23, 1965, as seen in a declassified 3-meter resolution
image
refine
the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
collected by a CIA KH-4A reconnaissance satellite.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

A view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on September 2, 2004 showing the general arrangement of the facility
and
the
refine the date
of the
camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
changes that occurred from 1965-2004.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

A view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on September 17, 2007.

COPYRIGHT©
©ALLSOURCE
ANALYSIS,
INC. 2016 for Human Rights in North Korea
Copyright
2019 by the
Committee

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

A view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on January 31, 2009 showing the addition of two new buildings.
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be reasonable to assume that they have
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Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
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at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.
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fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
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their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
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High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Taken by Asia Press, Kim Dong-Chul
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 as seen on September 23, 2011, showing the small compound and the guard position
outside the northeast corner of the main prison wall. Also visible is that the rock quarry administration and
storage area are being expanded.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 as seen on April 7, 2013, showing the small compound and a guard position
outside
refine
the date ofthe
the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
northeast corner of the main prison wall.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

An October 16, 2014 image of Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 showing the new prison compound outside the
refinenortheast
the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
corner of the main prison.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 as seen on April 15, 2015, showing the small compound and a guard position
the
refineoutside
the date of the
camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
northeast corner of the main prison wall.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

An October 13, 2016 view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 4.
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 as seen on November 21, 2017 showing steam rising from the limestone plant’s stack.

COPYRIGHT©
©ALLSOURCE
ANALYSIS,
INC. 2016 for Human Rights in North Korea
Copyright
2019 by the
Committee

Copyright © 2019 by DigitalGlobe, NextView License

263

HR
NK
Figure 21

HR
NK

C H ’ O MKYO-HWA-SO
A-BC
OA
NM
G PRAT
E
N SO
T. R2I 5
CTED AREA
KANGDONG

North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp No. 25 - Update 2

analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

A view of Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 as seen on January 19, 2018.
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located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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The
that Camp No. 25 was established
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tioned
to an
provide
occupied
irregularoverlapping
shaped area that
fields-of-view
of the camp
and by
measured approximately
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315 meters
(631well
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by 344 yards)and
and
appear
to be
maintained
inencompassed
good repair.13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Prison
Compounds and
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
Limestone
Plant
arrested while
attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
There25are
two insperate
kwan-li-so
Chongjin. prison com-
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at Kyo-hwa-so
No.
4—the
Do Kyung-Ok
et al., White Paper on
Human
Rights
in North
Korea 2015
Institute for
main
prison
and(Seoul:
newKorea
prison.
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
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can
produce
typical
the substationproducts
approximately
1 kilometer
oftomany
small
limestone
plants.
the southeast. It is connected
to the
national
rail network
viarotary
the station
The
presence
of the
kilnat
Susŏng-dong,
to the is
east
also
indicates800
thatmeters
the plant
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
capable
of crushing and grinding
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
limestone
limestone
powder.
People’s Airinto
Force’s
Sŭngam-ni
Air Base,
Without
proper
safety
measures—
located 18
kilometers
south-southwest.
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6 HRNKpresent.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

A close-up of the main prison compound at Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on January 19, 2018, showing the main prison,
new prison, two entrances, and seven guard towers.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

A close-up of the new prison compound at Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on January 19, 2018, showing the main prison,
new prison and five of the guard towers.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

A close-up of the headquarters and administration area at Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on January 19, 2018,
showing
an establishment in
refine the
date of the camps
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
entrance/checkpoint and an entrance.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

A close-up of the support and housing area at Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on January 19, 2018, showing one entrance.
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analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

A close-up of the limestone quarry adjacent to Kyo-hwa-so No. 4 on January 19, 2018.
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square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.

Copyright © 2019 by DigitalGlobe, NextView License

343

HR
NK
Figure 27

HR
NK

C H ’ O MKYO-HWA-SO
A-BC
OA
NM
G PRAT
E
N SO
T. R2I 5
CTED AREA
KANGDONG

North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp No. 25 - Update 2

analysis also supports escapee and other
reports indicating that Camp No. 25’s
primary economic activity is focused on
light industry and agriculture. Despite
extensive satellite imagery coverage
of the camp, AllSource is presently
unable to confirm or deny escapee and
open-source reports that the camp has a
prisoner population of 5,000 people.
As with the analytical caution presented
in previous reports (such as North
Korea: Imagery Analysis Camp 16 and
North Korea: Imagery Analysis of Camp
14 produced by HRNK and AllSource
Analysis), it is important to reiterate
that North Korean officials, especially
those within the Korean People’s Army
and the internal security organizations,
clearly understand the importance of
implementing camouflage, concealment,
and deception (CCD) procedures to mask
their operations and intentions.3 It would
be reasonable to assume that they have
done so here.
Location and Organization
Camp No. 25 is under the control of the
3 Bermudez Jr., Joseph S., Dinville, Andy and Eley,
Mike. Imagery Analysis of Camp 16, (Washington,
D.C.: The Committee for Human Rights in North
Korea [HRNK], 2015) available at https://www.hrnk.
org/uploads/pdfs/ASA_HRNK_Camp16_v8_fullres_FINAL_12_15_15.pdf and Bermudez Jr., Joseph
S. Imagery Analysis: North Korea’s Camp No. 15,
Update, (Washington, D.C.: HRNK, 2014) available
at http://hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Camp%2025%20
Update%20Good.pdf.

Prisons Bureau of the State Security
Department (SSD), which is under the
de facto control of the KWP OGD.
Specifically, it is under the control of the
SSD's North Hamgyong Provincial
Bureau and is located approximately
7.5 km northwestof the port of Ch’ŏngjin-si in Susŏng-dong, Ch’ŏngjin-si,
Hamgyŏng-bukto.4 More specifically, it is
4 It is interesting to note that although the escapee
descriptions of this facility’s mission matches that
of other kwan-li-so, the physical characteristics observed in satellite imagery are more representative
of the nation’s kyo-hwa-so, or long-term, felony
penitentiaries and prison camps. David Hawk, The
Hidden Gulag: Second Edition, Washington, D.C.:
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea, 2012,
www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/HRNK_HiddenGulag2_Web_5-18.pdf. Another sources describes
Camp No. 25 this way,
It is not structured as a village but is a fenced
facility that looks like an ordinary prison camp
[kyo-hwa-so] and is designed for collective
living arrangements. The No. 25 [kwan-li-so]
houses political prisoners only, while those who
committed economic crimes are not allowed
into the facility. Some inmates are released
upon completion of their term as terms are
fixed. Political criminals are detained alone without their families. …North Korean defector XXX
[sic] testified, “Military personnel are sent off to
the Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] if
their alleged crimes are of a political nature. The
Susong kyo-hwa-so [No. 25 kwan-li-so] is for
those serving terms of 10 years or longer, but
they can return to society once they complete
these terms.” It was also testified that the
No. 25 kwan-li-so housed senior staff at the
Provincial Party, the head of a local MPS office,
and other high-ranking officials. North Korean
defector XXX [sic] testified that the father of his

located on the south bank of the Solgol-ch’ŏn (i.e., Solgol stream) across from
the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
foot and two road bridges connect it.
The date of establishment of Camp No.
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war
camp housing South Korean soldiers at
the end of the Korean War.5 This, however, remains to be verified as it may not
be referring to the present day camp but
rather to an activity in this area. The area
in which it is located has been involved
in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568
friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

square yards) and was expanded slightly
by January 27, 1976, when it measured
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
(765 yards by 344 yards) and encompassed 15.30 hectares (181,987 square
yards) (Figure 1, Figure 2).6
High-resolution satellite imagery from
January 18, 2003, through September
21, 2015, indicates that the camp has
expanded during this period and that its
primary economic activities are centered
on agriculture and light industry (Figure 3
through Figure 15).
Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.
6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further

A close-up of the headquarters and support area for the limestone quarry adjacent to Kyo-hwa-so
on
refine theNo.
date of4the
camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
January 19, 2018.
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
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the village of Susŏng-dong, to which one
approximately 700 meters by 315 meters
Location
(N)
Longitude
(E)
foot and two
road bridges connect it. Latitude
(765
yards by 344 yards)
and encompassed
15.30
hectares
(181,987
square
The date of establishment of Camp No.
Kyo-hwa-so
No. 4
39.008838°
yards) (Figure 1, Figure126.153277°
2).6
25 is unclear. One report indicates that
the camp was used as a prisoner-of-war

High-resolution satellite imagery from
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in agricultural activities since at least the
1950s. Satellite imagery does indicate
that Camp No. 25 was established
prior to May 28, 1970, at which time it
occupied an irregular shaped area that
measured approximately 577 meters by
315 meters (631 yards by 344 yards) and
encompassed 13.76 hectares (164,568

Several small villages and military
facilities are located in the general area
around the camp. The camp is connected
to the regional electric power grid via
overhead high voltage power transmission cables that run from the camp to
the substation approximately 1 kilometer
to the southeast. It is connected to the
national rail network via the station at
Susŏng-dong, 800 meters to the east
of the facility (Figure 16). The closest air
facility to Camp No. 25 is the Korean
People’s Air Force’s Sŭngam-ni Air Base,
located 18 kilometers south-southwest.
This is a training base, and based on
its mission, organization, and location,
almost certainly provides no support to
Camp No. 25.

Kangdong
126.099001°
camp housing South Korean soldiers at 39.141855°
January 18, 2003, through
September

Kangdong
Thermal
Power
expanded during this 126.162211°
period and that its
ever, remains
to be verified
as it may not 39.001541°
Plant
Construction
Site
primary economic activities are centered
be referring to the present day camp but
Saegol
through Figure 15).
in whichRail
it is Station
located has been involved 39.011572°

friend used to perform the duty of turning over
Korean War POWs to South Korea, but he was
arrested while attempting to cross the border
at the river in Namyang, Onsung County, North
Hamgyoung Province. He ended up at the No.
25 kwan-li-so in Chongjin.
Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human Rights
in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute for
National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.
5 “After the Korean War, it was used as a detention
facility for South Korean POWs (Prisoners of
War).” Do Kyung-Ok et al., White Paper on Human
Rights in North Korea 2015 (Seoul: Korea Institute
for National Unification, 2015), p. 122, available at
http://www.kinu.or.kr/eng/pub/pub_04_01.jsp.

126.177113°

6 HRNK anticipates that we will be able to further
refine the date of the camps establishment in
future updates. Referenced imagery includes:
KH-4B imagery dated May 28, 1970 and KH-9
(mapping camera) imagery dated January 27, 1976.
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